XXXVIIth Annual Meeting of the

European Histamine Research Society

Minutes of the General Assembly Meeting held on May 10th 2008 at 16.00 in Skogshem & Wijk Conference Centre, Lidingö, Stockholm, Sweden
Before the start of the meeting, a minute’s silence was taken to remember both Nina Grosman and Wolfgang Schmutzler who had died last November.
Present.  There were 32 members of the society with Anita Sydbom (our President) chairing the meeting.  Gill Sturman took the minutes.

1. Apologies. 

A number of apologies from members not attending this meeting had been received.
2. Minutes from last year’s AGM. 

These had been previously circulated to all members. As no objections / comments had been made, they were agreed to be a true record.

3. Matters arising from the minutes.

There were no matters arising.

4. Correspondence.

· It was noted that Anita had received and sent over 2000 e-mails since the last meeting concerning the society.

· She had received a lot of correspondence and thanks about the very good meeting (2007) in Florence, plus thank you letters from the new Honorary Members.

· She also read out various communications which she had received on behalf of the society during the year. She had either replied directly or got the most appropriate society member to reply to them.

· Due to the deaths of Nina Grosman and Wolfgang Schmutzler last November, there had been a considerable amount of correspondence about these two people and how they will be sorely missed by the society.

· Anita had also contacted 30 members, who had not attended our meetings over the last 4 years, inviting them to come to this meeting.
5. Membership Applications.

Twelve scientists had formally applied to become members of the society during the year and these are tabled below.
	Name
	Town, Country

	Maria Gschwandtner
	Hannover, Germany

	Magdalena Gulliksson
	Stockholm, Sweden

	Ralf Gutzmer
	Hannover, Germany

	Cathleen Krieg
	Fulda, Germany

	Natasha Lethbridge
	Durham, UK

	Viktor Molnár
	Budapest, Hungary

	Rajkumar Noubade
	Vermont, USA

	Katja Perdan
	Ljubljana, Slovenia

	Jutta Rosner
	Fulda, Germany

	Kristine Rossbach
	Hannover, Germany

	Kristoffer Sahlholm
	Stockholm, Sweden

	Irina Samotaeva
	Moscow, Russia


All applicants have been accepted. New participants at the Italian meeting and requiring approval for membership of EHRS are listed in Appendix 1. It was noted that the Council Members had already vetted and approved this list.  Everyone was formally accepted into the society unanimously - (Gill Sturman proposing the motion with Madeleine Ennis seconding it).
6. Inflammation Research.
a. Proceedings of last years meeting.  Gill Sturman informed the meeting that the supplement containing 33 short papers had been printed on 20th April 2008 and on-line a month earlier. She wished to thank the 9 assistant editors who had helped her as the process went very well. As the authors of a couple of the papers had not replied to the publishers about the galley proofs, there had been a delay of several weeks in publishing on-line.  Thus it was suggested that more email addresses be included with the manuscripts.
b. Andras Falus reported that between May 2007 and April 2008, there have been a total of 28 manuscripts on histamine and related topics; 13 have been accepted, 12 rejected while 7 are currently under review for the journal.  The average time from receipt of manuscript to first decision was 40.2 days and then from final revision to acceptance was 19.8 days. The impact factor is now 1.485. 
7. Finances.  
The General Assembly was informed that 14 bursaries, each of €500, had been granted this year: 4 from Novo Nordisk, 3 from UCB, 2 from Roche, 2 from Johnson & Johnson, 2 from GlaxoSmithKline and 1 from the G.B.West Memorial Trust. (Appendix 2 lists the bursary winners).   Abbott is still sponsoring the Art A. Hancock Young Investigator Award this year. It was gratefully noted that Kathryn Hancock was very generously doubling the prize money again this year. Thus the winner and ‘runner-up’ will receive €1500 and €1000 respectively.  Presents and certificates will be given to all finalists.  As the account is in a healthy situation, it was decided that a savings account should be opened.  Pierre agreed to organise this. The Treasurer tabled a paper of the accounts (Appendix 3) of last year which had been audited by 2 members of the society (Walter Schunack and Rob Leurs) during this meeting.  




          



         ACTION : PB & PC
8. Present Meeting

Sven-Erik Dahlén thanked Anita for all her hard work in producing such an excellent meeting.  He promised that all the expenses would be covered.  He pointed out that with the Pharmaceutical Industry being much less generous, the society should have some other strategies concerning its finances. He suggested that the money could be collected in Switzerland where there is currently no VAT.

At this meeting it was noted that there had been seven special lectures, 33 oral presentations and 40 posters.  However it was noted with regret that 2 posters had withdrawn at the last minute. There were registered 110 participants and of those 12 were accompanying persons, 18 students and 8 scientists from industry. In all 22 countries were represented.  A list of participants, together with their addresses, emails etc. has been produced. 
Besides the awarding of 14 student bursaries, this was the sixth year of running the Young Investigator Award and there were 5 finalists (Appendix 4 for the results). The results of the poster competition are listed in Appendix 5.
9. Next meeting 2009. 

Friedhelm Diel gave a presentation about the next meeting in Fulda, Germany.  He gave details about the proposed venue etc. and outlined the programme which will include symposia in the memories of Nina Grosman and Wolfgang Schmutzler.  The meeting would be arranged for 13-16 May 2009 and the congress venue (Hotel Maritim) is close to the old town. At the meeting there will be a joint symposium together with the Allergie-Verein in Europa (AVE) society.  Circulars were distributed and it was noted that the abstract deadline would be 6th January, 2009 and with the final registration being 23rd February 2009.  Anita is hoping to visit the site about February time. Thanks were given to all concerned.
ACTION : AS & FD 

10. Future meetings.

· 21st -25th April 2010 in Durham, England - organised by Paul Chazot. 

· 2011 in Sochi, Russia – organised by Roman Khanferyan.
Other suggestions for further meetings were encouraged including one from Elena Rivera.  This is the first time a non-European venue would be considered and so she proposed that she would draw up the costs etc. for holding a meeting in Buenos Aires, Argentina in 2012.  This would be presented at our next meeting in Germany.
Paul and Catherine reminded the Members of the Society about the forthcoming EPHAR meeting.  The histamine symposium will be on Monday 14th July 2008 (9.30 -12.30) and they hoped that as many of our society as could would attend. 









 ACTION : ER 

11. Website.

It was noted that the website is still being managed by Zsuzsanna Horváth of Budapest and is regularly updated.  Thanks were given to Paul who is responsible for the scientific section and he encouraged more people to submit material for it. There was some discussion as to display the Honorary Membership section as a number of these people unfortunately are no longer alive. A possibility is to create a ‘Former Honorary Members’ section. The EHRS news is continually being added to the website.  








     
         ACTION: AS & PLC
12. 
Our Statutes.

Gill Sturman was unanimously re-elected as Publications Secretary for the coming year (proposed by Anita Sydbom and seconded by Madeleine Ennis) and Pierre Chatelain, as our Belgium Council Representative, (proposed by Anita Sydbom and seconded by Frank Ahrens).  Anita reminded everyone that new Council members and a new Treasurer are needed to be elected at our next meeting and she requested that anyone interested in undertaking these roles should contact her by the end of this year.





ACTION: All members.

13.       COST Proposal :

Catherine reported on the results of the COST submission which had been given an overall rating of 12.66 and so was not considered any further.  Thus Catherine and Paul had submitted another proposal concentrating this time on the H4 receptor and taking on board the feedback comments for the first submission.  The result of this second application is 16th May with a deadline for the full proposal being 1st August this year. If we are successful, then individual components are needed by 1st July.
Note – This COST proposal (oc-2008-1-2144) entitled ‘Recent advances in histamine receptor H4R research’ has been successful and so individual components are now needed.
           









      ACTION: CT & PLC

14. Priming bursaries.

The proposal from the working group (GS, BG and FD) which had also been discussed and modified at the Council Meeting on the awarding of priming bursaries was presented by Gill (see Appendix 6). This would be initially financed from the Novo Nordisk money.  This proposal was accepted and would be publicised on our website.  
ACTION : AS
15. 
Honorary Membership
The Council proposed that Madeleine Ennis, Fred Pearce and Bruno Mondovi be each considered for Honorary Membership of the society. Anita reminded the Council of the regulations concerning the award of Honorary Membership (i.e. at least 2/3 of members present at the General Assembly must be in favour for Honorary Membership to be awarded).  There was a discussion about each of the proposals.  
All three persons were accepted: ME (proposed by AS, seconded by PB), FP (proposed by AS and seconded by El-Sayed Assem) and BM (proposed by AS and seconded by PLC).

16. 
Membership Fees

Anita explained about VAT being taken off any money being paid into the accounts for this meeting in Sweden. The suggestion that the membership fee should be transferred annually via banks was rejected as the cost to the non-Euro countries (UK, Sweden and the Americas) would be too prohibitive. Thus it was suggested that in the future the payment of membership fees should be collected in cash from members on arrival at the meeting.
17.
Any other business.  

Walter Schunack wanted that for the Young Investigator Award, the society should be able to identify and therefore able to judge as to what had been done by the student, as opposed to the whole team.  It was also noted that there is a similar problem when judging the posters.  This was discussed and it was decided to that the Council would draw up new guidelines for the applicants for the Young Investigator Award and the posters prizes indicating what the student/poster presenter has done in the work being presented.   


      ACTION : AS
Meeting closed at 17.20.

Appendix 1 

Membership ratified from Florence meeting 2007 

(Attended last year’s meeting)

	
	
	
	

	Surname
	Forename
	Town, Country
	E-mail address

	ALFON
	Jose
	Barcelona, Spain
	jalfon@palaupharma.com

	BEHRENDT
	Heidrny
	Munich, Germany
	heidrun.behrendt@lrz.tum.de

	BENETTI
	Elisa
	Turin, Italy
	elisa.benetti@unito.it

	CERNE
	Katarina
	Ljubljana, Slovenia
	katarina.cerne@mf.uni-lj.si

	CUZZOCREA
	Salvatore
	Florence, Italy
	emanuela.masini@unifi.it

	DREVENSEK
	Martina
	Ljubljana, Slovenia
	martina.drevensk@mf.uni-lj.si

	DUGOVIC
	Christine
	San Diego, US
	cdugovic@prdus.jnj.com

	FANTOZZI
	Roberto
	Turin, Italy
	roberta.fantozzi@unito.it

	FISCHER
	Michael
	Fulda, Germany
	umweltberatung.fulda@t-online.de

	FISHER
	Samantha J.
	UK
	samantha-fisher@ucb-group.com

	GALLICCHIO
	Margherita
	Turin, Italy
	margherita.gallicchio@unito.it

	GARCIA-FAROLDI
	Gianni
	Malaga, Spain
	gianni@uma.es

	GARRETT
	Reginald
	Virginia, US
	rhg@virginia.edu

	HALL
	Andrea
	Amsterdam, The Netherlands
	hall@trilliummed.com

	HUDKINS
	Robert
	Philadelphia, US
	rhudkins@cephalon.com

	IANNONE
	Robert
	Massachusetts, US
	mary_baker; robert_iannone@merck.com

	KEJR
	Angelika
	Germany
	angelika.kejr@tiscali.de

	KYRIAKIDIS
	Konstantinos
	Athens, Greece
	kkyriak@med.uoa.gr

	MARINO
	Mike
	Pennsylvania, US
	mmarino@cephalon.com

	MELGAREJO PAEZ
	Esther
	Malaga, Spain
	emelgarejo@uma.es

	MOLINA
	Anayans
	Mexico City, Mexico
	amolina@ifc.unam.mx

	MORITZ
	Katarina
	
	 

	NISTRI
	Silvia
	Florence, Italy
	silvia.nistri@unifi.it

	NUUTINEN
	Saara K.
	Helsinksi, Finland
	saara.nuutinen@helsinki.fi

	PANAYI
	Fany
	Barcelona, Spain
	fany.panayi@upf.edu

	PARINI
	Angelo
	Toulouse, France
	angelo.parini@toulouse.inserm.fr

	RING
	Johannes
	Munich, Germany
	Johannes.Ring@lrz.tum.de

	SIVANANTHAN
	Tharani
	Harlow, UK
	tharani.x.sivananthan@gsk.com

	STRUB
	Andreas
	Germany
	andreas.strub@altanapharma.com

	SZALAI
	Csaba
	Budapest, Hungary
	szalaics@gmail.com

	VAN DAIL
	David
	
	 

	VAN RUITENBEEK
	Peter
	Maastrict, The Netherlands
	p.vanruitenbeek@psychology.unimaas.nl


Appendix 2

Student Bursaries awarded


Bursaries awarded in 2006

	Name
	Town, Country
	Bursary sponsor

	Maria Gschwandtner
	Hannover, Germany
	Novo Nordisk

	Kamil Kuder
	Krakow, Poland
	J & J

	Natasha Lethbridge
	Durham, UK
	J & J 

	Vanina Medina
	Buenos Aires, Argentina
	Glaxo

	Viktor Molnár
	Budapest, Hungary
	Novo Nordisk

	Egle Passante
	Dublin, Ireland
	Glaxo

	Katja Perdan
	Ljubljana, Slovenia
	UCB

	Peter Pocza
	Budapest, Poland
	UCB

	Simona Rajtar
	Ljubljana, Slovenia
	Roche

	Jutta Rosner
	Gelnhausen, Germany
	Novo Nordisk

	Irina Samotaeva
	Moscow, Russia
	Novo Nordisk

	Kamonchanok Sansuk
	Amsterdam, The Netherlands
	UCB

	Kwok Ho Yip
	Hong Kong, China
	G.B.West Memorial Trust

	Evangelia Zampeli
	Athens, Greece
	Roche


Appendix 3 

Finances – 2008 balance


[image: image1]
Stockholm, May 2008
Appendix 4
Results of the Art A. Hancock Young Investigator Award sponsored by Abbott Laboratories and Kathryn Hancock.

Winner :

Rajkumar NOUBADE
Polymorphisns in Murine Histamine receptor H1 lead to differential cell surface expression and influence autoimmune disease progression.  (USA and UK)
Runner-up :

Zoltan WIENER
IL-18 stimulates Ccl1 expression in mouse non-activated muscosal mast cells. (Hungary)
Highly Commended : 

Kamonchanok SANSUK
Residue 6.45 in the histamine H1 receptor acts as a switch for ligand-mediated activiation. (The Netherlands and Spain)
Agnes KONCZ
Altered T cell nitric oxide production and cytokine production in histidine decarboxylase knockout mice. (Hungary) 
Kristoffer SAHLHOLM
Differential Voltage-Sensitivity of human Histamine H3 and H4 receptors. (Sweden)
Appendix 5

Results of the Poster Competition

Winner
P-4 Kristine Rossbach et al,. (Germany)

The selective histamine H4 receptor antagonist JNJ7777120 exhibit antipruritic efficacy in two murine models of contact dermatitis, but does not affect inflammation. 

2nd 
P-12 Eiichi Sakurai et al,. (Japan)
Uptake of L-histidine and histamine biosynthesis at the blood-brain barrier.  

3rd 
P-22 Katarina Černe et al,. (Slovenia)

Involvement of organic cation transporter in histamine uptake into human vascular endothelial cells. 
Appendix 6

Priming Bursary

Aim is to help scientists working in the histamine field, who have not attended any of our Society recent meetings, to attend one. Applicants from institutes of “underdeveloped countries” shall be considered. A bursary of 500 Euros will be offered under the following conditions:-

1. Only one bursary will be available to the research group/ department.
 
2. Applicant must be the presenting author of a submitted abstract and they must be able to defend the aim(s), results and conclusions of their study.  

3.  Copy of the abstract must be enclosed.

4.  Curriculum vitae from the applicant must be enclosed, together with a letter stating why they feel that they should be awarded a Priming Bursary, plus details of any other sources of funding that they can access.

5. None of the authors can have previously attended our meetings during the last 5 years.

6.  Each application will be judged on their own merit.

7.  Applications should be sent to President of EHRS, by email and by 2nd January.

8.  Applications will be judged by a panel drawn from Council Members & Officers of the Society.










Auditors : Walter Schunack  (Germany) & Rob Leurs (The Netherlands)    

















								Euros


From old accounts 						60,898.33 +





28/6/07       Gillian Sturman	  			1,500.00  -


30/8/07       Ungvari Ildiko (Poster Prize)		  	   100.00  -


14/11/07     JC General Service	   			1,000.00 +


23/11/07     GlaxoSmithKline UK				1,000.00 +


27/11/07     F.Hoffmann-La Roche AG		   	  980.92  +


30/11/07     Abbot Laboratories


	           A. Hancock YIA	      			  989.64  +


2/1/08         Bank Interest		   			  136.18  +


2/1/08         Bank Expenses		    		    99.38   -


22/1/08       UCB CellTech	   				1,000.00 +


22/1/08       Kathryn Hancock


                   A. Hancock YIA	   			1,004.30 +


29/4/08       Girovagare (07 Memberships)		 3050.00 +


29/04/08     Gillian Sturman		  		  689.00   -


29/04/08     Madeleine Ennis		   		  506.00   -


29/04/08     14 fellowships                                     	7,121.73  -





BALANCE		60,043.26


	











        























	          Rob Leurs, Walter Schunack		








Account at ING Bank




















Treasurer : Patrizio Blandina (Italy)








