XXXVIth Annual Meeting of the

European Histamine Research Society

Minutes of the Annual General Assembly held on May 12th, 2007

at 16.30 in Florence, Italy
Before the start of the meeting, a minute’s silence was taken to remember Professor Jack Peter Green who had died earlier this year.
Present.  There were over 35 members of the society with Anita Sydbom (our President) chairing the meeting.  Gill Sturman took the minutes.

1. Apologies. 

A number of apologies from members not attending this meeting had been received including Zsuzsanna Huszti, Agnieszka Fogel, Kathryn Hancock (Art’s widow), Tim Esbenshade, Sven-Erik Dahlén, Michel Fisher, Elena Rivera, Christian Carpéné, Vicky Giannoulaki and Davinia Withington .
2. Minutes from last year’s AGM. 

These had been previously circulated to all members. As no objections / comments had been made, they were agreed to be a true record.

3. Matters arising from the minutes.

There were no matters arising.

4. Correspondence.

· It was noted that AS had received and sent in total over 2000 e-mails concerning the society since the last meeting.  
· She had received a lot of correspondence about the very good meeting (2006) in Greece and wishing her good luck as President. 

· Other areas of correspondence included the honorary membership, sponsorship and the statutes.

· She also read out various communications which she had received on behalf of the society during the year. She had either replied directly or got the most appropriate society member to reply to them.

5. Membership Applications.

Eleven scientists had formally applied to become members of the society during the year and these are tabled below.

	Name
	Town, Country

	Judith Ramos Jiménez 
	Mexico City, Mexico

	Špela Sprogar
	Ljubljana, Slovenia

	Igor Križnar
	Ljubljana, Slovenia

	Cristelle Anaclet
	Lyon, France

	Dorrit Dijkstra
	Hannover, Germany

	Kamil Kuder
	Kraków, Poland

	Konstantinos Kyriakidis
	Athens, Greece

	Michel Fisher
	Fulda, Germany

	Angelika Kejr
	Fulda, Germany

	Inna Michel
	Fulda, Germany

	Katarina Cerne
	Ljubljana, Slovenia


All applicants have been accepted. New participants at the Greek meeting and requiring approval for membership of EHRS are listed in Appendix 1. It was noted that the council members had already vetted and approved this list.  Everyone was formally accepted into the society unanimously - (Fred Pearce proposing the motion with Bernie Gibbs seconding it).
6. Inflammation Research.
a. Andras Falus informed the meeting that since May 2006 and April 2007, there have been a total of 28 manuscripts on histamine and related topics; 15 have been accepted, 6 rejected while 7 are under review for Inflammation Research. The impact factor is now just over 1.2. 

b. Proceedings of last years meeting.  Gill Sturman informed the meeting that the supplement containing 32 short papers had been printed on 20th April 2007 and on-line a month earlier. GS wished to thank the 7 assistant editors who had helped her as the process went very well. It was noted that there had not been any papers for the CNS section. It was hoped that this was just a ‘one-off’ and not the start of a decline in papers of the proceedings. 
7. Finances.  
The General Assembly were informed that 13 bursaries, each of €500, had been granted this year – 3 from Novo Nordisk, 3 from UCB, 2 from Roche, 2 from Johnson & Johnson, 2 from Glaxo and 1 from the G.B.West Memorial Trust. (Appendix 2 lists the bursary winners).   Abbott is still sponsoring the Art A. Hancock Young Investigators Award this year (see Appendix 3 for results). It was gratefully noted that Kathryn Hancock was very generously doubling the prize money again this year.  Thus the winner and ‘runner-up’ will receive €1500 and €1000 respectively.  Presents and certificates will be given to all finalists.   The Treasurer tabled a paper of the accounts (Appendix 4) of last year which had been audited by 2 members of the society (Fred Pearce and Helmut L. Haas) during this meeting.  CT requested that her university be sent financial details of the bursaries and registration concerning last years meeting.

ACTION : PB & CT

 

8. Present meeting.   

Anita, on behalf of the society, thanked the Italians but in particular Emanuela Masini for all their hard work in producing an excellent meeting.  It was noted that there were about 182 participants (151 scientists plus 31 accompanying persons) registered representing 23 countries.  A list of participants, together with their addresses, emails etc. would be produced. It was noted that there were 92 abstracts (44 orals and 48 posters) with 3 invited speakers for the special lectures. 

Besides the awarding of 13 student bursaries, this was the fifth year of running the Young Investigator Award and there were 5 finalists (Appendix 3). The results of the poster competition are listed in Appendix 5.
9. Next meeting 2008. 

Anita Sydbom gave a presentation about the next meeting near Stockholm, Sweden.  She gave details about the proposed venue etc. and outlined programme.  The meeting would be arranged for 7-10 May 2008 and the accommodation would be organised in the conference centre, rather than nearby hotels.  Circulars were distributed and it was noted that the abstract deadline would be 30th December 2007and final registration 15th February 2008.  The website will be up and running in the near future.  Anita explained the issue of VAT in Sweden and so it was suggested that participants who were not able to pay through their Universities should link up with those who could.  As Anita has the duel roles of President and host for this meeting, it was agreed that Madeleine Ennis (our Past President) would help her and visit the site about February time. Thanks were given to all concerned.


ACTION : AS & ME 

10. Future meetings.

· 13 – 17 May 2009 in Fulda, Germany - organised by Friedhelm Diel.

· 21-25 April 2010 in Durham, England - organised by Paul Chazot. 

· 2011 in Sochi, Russia – organised by Roman Khanferyan.
11. Website.

Grateful thanks were given to Zsuzsanna Horváth in updating our website (www.ehrs.org.uk). It was noted that another website manager needs to be found as Zsuzsanna is leaving Andras’s department but he did think that he might be able to find a successor to undertake this work.  The website has been regularly updated, with actual dates shown on the site. It was noted that on the website, Paul Chazot is responsible for the scientific side while Catherine Tiligada has worked on the collection of milestone papers.  There are still some gaps in some of the sections and help was requested to rectify this.     


         ACTION : AF, AS & all
12. 
EPHAR proposal.  

It was noted that Paul (PLC) and Catherine had submitted a proposal to the EPHAR Scientific Advisory Committee for a symposium on the H3 and H4 receptors.  (See Appendix 6). 






     ACTION : PLC & CT






13.
Our Statutes.

AS and ME have finalized the changes to the statutes in English – as requested by last General Assembly and Pierre Chatelain has translated them into French. They were circulated to all members earlier this year.  They were ratified unanimously by the society (proposed by ME and seconded by Gill Sturman).  They will now be posted in Belgium. Thanks to all concerned were given.
         ACTION : AS & PC

Gill Sturman was unanimously re-elected as Publications Secretary for the coming year (proposed by Anita Sydbom and seconded by Bernie Gibbs).

14. Research Project Cooperation.

CT suggested that several groups within the society should collaborate to try to attract various European grants.  This was discussed and will be acted upon during the year.  

   
        


             ACTION : CT & AS

15. Start-up/priming bursaries.

GS suggested that a possible way to attract new scientists to our meetings might be to award a start-up/priming bursary.  She thought that scientists particularly from the developing world and who were not from any group who has already been to our meetings would be the ideal candidates for this. It was suggested that once the fine details had been worked out, this could be advertised on the website.  It was decided that about 3 people should try to draw up some guidelines for next years meeting.                                        
16.
Any other business.  

Another meeting of interest next year is an international conference of allergologists and immunologists in Sochi, Russia (October 17th – 21st 2007). For further information please contact khanfer49@yahoo.com.

Meeting closed at 17.30.

Footnotes

Item 12.  – 21/05/2008  -  We heard that our proposal for the EPHAR Symposium has been accepted and will be on Monday 14th July 2008 (9.30 – 12.30) 

Item 15.  – Bernie Gibbs and Friedhelm Diel have agreed to help Gill Sturman with this proposal. 

Appendix 1 

Membership to be ratified from Delphi meeting 2006 

(Attended last year’s meeting)
	
	Name
	Address
	Telephone
	E-mail address

	1. 
	Alcocer Marcos
	The University of Nottingham, School of Biosciences, Sutton Bonington Campus, Loughborough, LE12 5RD, UK
	T +44 1159516103

F +44 1159516122
	Marcos.Alcocer@Nottingham.ac.uk

	2. 
	AUDINOT Valerie
	125 Chemin de Ronde, 78290 Croissy sur Seine,  France
	T +33 155722445
	nicole.taimiot@fr.netgrs.com

	3. 
	CELANIRE Sylvain 
	Chemical Research Department, UCB, Chemin du Foriest, B-1420 Braine-l’Alleud, Belgium
	T +32 23863064

F +32 23863669
	Sylvain.Celanire@UCB-Group.com 

	4. 
	CHIMONA Theognosia S
	9, Iosif Vriga st, 73100, Chania, Crete, Greece
	T +30 6945432145
	chimonath@yahoo.gr

	5. 
	DAHINDEN Clemens A
	Institute of Immunology, Inselspital, University Hospital Bern, Switzerland
	
	clemens.dahinden@iib.unibe.ch

	6. 
	DAVIO Carlos
	Facultad de Farmacia y Bioquímica, Universidad de Buenos Aires, and Instituto de Biología y Medicina Experimental, Buenos Aires, Argentina 
	T +54 1143648277

F +54 1143648202
	cardavio@ffyb.uba.ar 

	7. 
	DELLA ZUANA Odile
	11 rue des Moulineaux, 92150 Suresnes, France
	T +33 155722294

F +33 155722740
	odile.dellazuana@fr.netgrs.com

	8. 
	Dhainaut Alain
	125 Chemin De Ronde,  78290 Croissy Sur Seine, France
	T +33 155722233

F +33 155722470
	alain.dhainaut@fr.netgrs.com

	9. 
	Falcone Franco H 
	217 Charlbury Rd, Nottingham, NG8 1NF, UK
	T +44 1158466073
	franco.falcone@nottingham.ac.uk

	10. 
	Gomes Paul
	863 Turnpike Street, North Andover, MA 01845 USA
	T +1 9786858900

F +1 9786890020
	pgomes@oraclinical.com

	11. 
	HAAS Helmut
	Division of cellular Allergology, Research Center, Parkallee 22 D-23845, Borstel, Germany
	T +49 4537188440

F +49 4537188608
	hhaas@fz-borstel.de

	12. 
	KIMPEL Silke
	Kantonsspital Bruderholz, Personalwohnsiedlung C 304, CH-4101 Bruderholz, Switzerland
	T +41 614363526
	silke.kimpel@gmx.de

	13. 
	KONTUREK Peter
	Department of Medicine I, University Erlangen-Nuremberg, Ulmenweg 18, 91054 Erlangen, Germany
	T +49 091318535211

F +49 091318535212
	pkonturek@web.de

	14. 
	Kovacs Marianna
	To street 1-5, 1045 Budapest, Hungary
	T +36 15052645

F +36 15052169
	marianna.kovacs@sanofi-aventis.com

	15. 
	LIN Jian-Sheng
	Inserm U628, Faculte de Medecine, 8, avenue Rockefeller, 69373 LYON CEDEX, France 
	T +33 478777116

F +33 478777172
	lin@univ-lyon1.fr

	16. 
	MAESTRELLI Piero
	Department of Environmental Medicine and Public Health, University of Padova, Padova, Italy
	
	piero.maestrelli@unipd.it

	17. 
	NING Xiaoping
	Wyeth CN 8000, Princeton, NJ 08540 USA
	T +1 7322744171

F +1 7322744020
	NINGX@wyeth.com

	18. 
	PARMENTIER Régis 
	INSERM U628, Faculte de Medecine, 8 anenue Rockfeller, 69373 Lyon CEDEX, France
	T +33 478777116

F +33 478777172
	parmentier.regis@laposte.net

	19. 
	plUMER Anna
	863 Turnpike Street, North Andover, 

MA 01845 USA
	T +9786858900

F +9786890020
	aplumer@oraclinical.com

	20. 
	Raddatz Rita
	145 Brandywine Parkway, West Chester, PA 19380, USA
	T+1 6107386728
	rraddatz@cephalon.com

	21. 
	SCHRAMM Gabriele
	Division of Cellular Allergology Research Center Parkallee 22, D-23845 Borstel, Germany
	T +49 4537188440

F +49 4537188608
	gschramm@fz-borstel.de

	22. 
	SHAYO Carina
	Instituto de Biología y Medicina Experimental, Vuelta de Obligado 2490 (1428), Buenos Aires, Argentina
	T +54 1147832869

F +54 1147862564
	cshayo@dna.uba.ar

	23. 
	TAZAKI Hatsue
	1-1 Murasaki-cho, Takatsuki, Osaka 569-1125, Japan
	T +81 726819700

F +81 726819783
	hatsue.tazaki@ims.jti.co.jp


Appendix 2

Bursaries awarded

Bursaries awarded in 2006

	Name
	Town, Country
	Bursary sponsor

	Christelle Anaclet
	Lyon, France
	Glaxo

	Colm Collins
	Dublin, Ireland
	Novo Nordisk

	Dorrit Dijkstra
	Hannover, Germany
	Novo Nordisk

	Ivett Jelinek
	Budapest, Hungary
	Novo Nordisk

	Linda Kay
	Sheffield, UK
	G.B.West Memorial Trust

	Kamil Kuder
	Kraków, Poland
	Roche

	Herman Lim
	Amsterdam, The Netherlands
	Glaxo

	Vanina Medina
	Buenos Aires, Argentina
	UCB

	Inna Michel
	Fulda, Germany
	Johnsson & Johnson

	Egle Passante
	Dublin, Ireland
	UCB

	Judith  Ramos Jiménez
	Mexico City, Mexico
	UCB

	Fiona Shenton
	Durham, UK
	Roche

	Evi  Zampeli
	Athens, Greece
	Johnsson & Johnson


Appendix 3

Results of the Art A. Hancock Young Investigator Awards sponsored by Abbott Laboratories and Kathryn Hancock.

Winner :

R. Parmentier
The brain H3-receptor as a novel therapeutic target for vigilance and sleep-wake disorders. (France, Japan and USA)
Runner-up :

L. Giannini 
Ceramide-driven oxidative / nitrative stress: a key pathway to asthma. (Italy & USA)

Highly Commended : 

D. Dijkstra  
Histamine down-regulates CCL2 production by monocytes and monocyte-derived inflammatory dendritic epidermal cells (IDEC) via the histamine H4 receptor (H4R)
(Germany,The Netherlands & UK)

Z. Horváth
Hematopoietic proliferation and IL-3 signaling are impaired in histidine decarboxylase knock out (HDC-ko) mice. (Hungary)

F. Shenton 
Histamine H4 receptor isoform hetero-oligomerisation and cell surface expression in vitro. (UK & The Netherlands)

Appendix 4 

Finances – 2007 balance


[image: image1]
Firenze 12 May 2007

Appendix 5

Results of the Poster Competition

Winner
P-29 Judith Ramos-Jiménez et al., Histamine augments beta-2-adrenoceptor-induced cyclic AMP accumulation in human prostate cancer cells DU-145 independently of known histamine receptors.  (Mexico)

2nd 
P-25 David Vandael et al., Excitation of histaminergic neurons by thyrotropin-releasing hormone.  (Düsseldorf, Germany)

3rd
P-24 G. Garcia-Faroldi et al., Role of polyamines in the expression of histidine decarboxylase and histamine synthesis during mouse mast cell differentiation. (Málaga, Spain)  
3rd 
P – 49 Ildikó Ungvári et al., Reduced asthma symptoms and altered gene expression profile in histamine deficient mice.  (Budapest, Hungary)

Highly Commended.
P-8 Špela Sprogar et al., Famotidine, a H2 receptor antagonist, decreases the late phase of orthodontic tooth movement in rats.  (Ljubljana, Slovenia)

Highly Commended.
P- 13 A. Molina-Hernández et al., Effect of histamine on cell proliferation, apoptotic death and cell differentiation in cultured cortical neural stem cells, on the way to study the histaminergic role during cerebral cortex development. (Mexico)

Highly Commended.
P-41 Elisa Benetti et al., Substance P-induced cyclooxygenase-2-expression in polymorphonuclear cells.  (Turin, Italy)
Appendix 6

EUROPEAN HISTAMINE RESEARCH SOCIETY (EHRS) SYMPOSIUM PROPOSAL FOR EPHAR 2008

Symposium Title: - The Histamine H3 and H4 receptors: drug targets for the anti-histamines of the 21st century

Proposed by:  Dr Paul L. CHAZOT (Secretary of the Durham University (UK) Centre for Integrative Neuroscience and Council Officer of the EHRS) and Dr Ekaterini TILIGADA (University of Athens (Greece) Department of Pharmacology and Council Officer of the EHRS)

Chairs: Professor Stephen HILL and Professor Robin GANELLIN 

Speaker 1:  Professor Pertti PANULA - Histamine H3 receptor in psychiatric diseases and Parkinson's disease

Speaker 2: Dr Nicholas I. CARRUTHERS - Histamine H3 Receptor Antagonists: From Target Identification to Clinical Candidate 

Speaker 3: Professor Rob LEURS - Histamine receptors: from the human genome to new therapeutic options for inflammatory disorders

Speaker 4: Professor Andras FALUS - The H4 receptor and potential cancer therapy

Reserve Speakers: 

Dr Timothy A ESBENSHADE  - Preclinical Development of H3 receptor Antagonists: Potential Treatment of Neuropsychiatric Diseases and Obesity

Professor Holger STARK - Histamine H3 Receptor Ligands with novel bimodal Pharmacological Properties

21/5/2007 – this proposal has been accepted by the EPHAR Scientific Advisory Committee and it will be held on 14th July 2008.









Auditors : Helmut  Haas  (Germany) & Fred Pearce (UK)    























From last year 						50,789.66  +





Inflammation Research/ Proceedings 			  1,004.84 -


Honorary Membership Diplomas (04-06) 		     224.84 -


Y.I.A. A.Hancock integration		    		     504.84 -


Y.I.A. A.Hancock integration		     	                754.84  -


Past president - Madeleine Ennis		  		  1,281.84  -


Y.I.A. A.Hancock Return		     			     711.85 +


Y.I.A. A.Hancock Cash (2006 in Delphi)		   	  1,254.84  -


F.Hoffmann-La Roche AG		     			     980.92 +


Y.I.A. A.Hancock integration		     		     750.00  -


GlaxoSmithKline UK		   			  1,000.00 +


Abbot Laboratories


Hancock Young Invest Award	      		   1,096.06 +


Novo Nordisk Pharma SA 		 			 20,000.00 +


Bank Interest		          					          5.88 +


JC General Service		   				   1,000.00 +


Kathryn Hancock


Hancock Young Invest Award	      		    1,111.58 +


President - Anita Sydbom	   				       685.00 -


UCB	 CellTech	        					     1500.00 +


Past President - Madeleine Ennis		       		       836.58 -


Cash Advance for bursaries, diplomas


Y.I.A. A. Hancock		   				   10.000.00 -





               


					     BALANCE	    60.898.33








ACCOUNT AT ING Bank























Treasurer : Patrizio Blandina (Italy)








