XXXIVth Annual Meeting of the

European Histamine Research Society

Minutes of the Annual General Assembly held on May 14th, 2005

at 16.40 in Bled, Slovenia

Before the start of the meeting, a minute’s silence was taken to remember Professors Franc Erjavec (an Honorary member of this society) who had died in August 2004 and Bertil Diamant (a long-standing member of EHRS) from Sweden who had died in March this year.
Present :  There were over 40 members of the society with Professor Madeleine Ennis (our President) chairing the meeting.  Dr Gill Sturman took the minutes.

1. Apologies : 


A number of apologies from members not attending this meeting had been received –  Kim Barrett, Ilhan Celik, Paul Chazot, Gabriella Coruzzi, Pat Freeman, Roman Khanferyan, Kimmo Michelson, Eddy Neugebauer, Fred Pearce, Wolfgang Schmutzler.  ME asked members to sign a card wishing Wolfgang Schumtzler a speedy recovery following recent surgery.  

2. Minutes from last year’s AGM : 


These had been previously circulated to all members. As no objections / comments had been made, they were agreed to be a true record.

3. Matters arising from the minutes :


There were no matters arising.

4. Correspondence :


ME had received letters from our newly elected Honorary Members thanking the society for bestowing this honour on them and how happy and proud they were about receiving it.  


ME also read out various communications which she had received on behalf of the society during the year. She had either replied directly or got the most appropriate society member to reply to them. 

5. Membership Applications :


During the year, Sarah THRELFELL (Oxford, UK), Mary FORMAN (Auburn, USA) and Sven-Erik Dahlén (Stockholm, Sweden) had applied for membership.  New participants at the German meeting and requiring approval for membership of EHRS are listed in Appendix 1. It was noted that the council members had already vetted and approved this list.  Everyone was formally accepted unanimously.

6.
Finances : 

The Treasurer (Patrizio Blandina) tabled a paper of the accounts of last year (Appendix 2), which had been audited by Robin Ganellin and Walter Schunack during the meeting. 

Nine bursaries, each of 500 euros, had been granted to help with attendance at this year’s meeting – 4 from Novo Nordisk, 3 from UCB and 1 from Johnson & Johnson (see Appendix 3 for the recipients of these bursaries). The Young Investigators Award, sponsored by Abbott for the sum of $1500, was also run again this year (see Appendix 4 for results). The winner and ‘runner-up’ received €750 and €500 respectively.    

7.
Inflammation Research :
a. Inflammation Research - Andras Falus informed the meeting that in 2004, he had received 23 manuscripts related to histamine; 5 had been rejected while the rest had been accepted, mainly after revision for publication in the journal Inflammation Research. The impact factor is currently 1.45, which is similar to last year. 

b. Publication of proceedings of last years meeting.  Gill Sturman informed the meeting that the supplement containing 38 short papers had been printed in April. Both Pat Freeman and GS wished to thank the 6 assistant editors who had helped them last year as the process went very well. A couple of papers had been rejected but these had been examined by at least 2 editors and constructive feedback had been sent to the authors with recommendations that they publish their findings as full papers.  GS also thanked the society for the purchase of her computer and for a contribution towards her broadband costs.  
c. Publication of this meetings proceedings.  The instructions about publishing had not changed from previous years and that the instructions were on the Slovenian website. It was noted that the deadline for receipt of these papers would be 15th June 2005.  
8.        Present meeting :   

There were about 90 participants at this meeting.  Besides the awarding of student bursaries, this was the third year of running the Young Investigators Award and there were 4 finalists (Appendix 4). The results of the poster competition are listed in appendix 5.
Everyone agreed that this had been a scientifically stimulating meeting with good organisation and the location was excellent.  Thanks were given to Lovro Stanovnik and the Slovenian pharmacologists and their families as the grown-up children had helped considerably with the running of the meeting.  The assembly was informed that Ladko Korosec was now at home after injuring himself on the train steps on Friday’s excursion.        
9.
Next meeting 2006 : 


Catherine Tiligada talked about the next meeting in Delphi, Greece.  She gave details about the proposed venue etc. and outlined programme.  The meeting would be arranged for 10-13 May 2006.  The dates for circulars would be July and December with the abstract deadline being early in January and final registration in March 2006.  CT was hoping that within 2 months their EHRS website (http://conferences.med.uoa.gr/ehrs-06/ ) would be active and give details of the hotels etc.  Thanks were given to all concerned.






   
        ACTION : Greek histaminologists & ME
10.
Future meetings :


The venue for the 2007 meeting will be Florence, Italy (9th – 12 May).  A meeting in Sweden for 2008 and Durham, UK for 2009 have been proposed.  Additionally other offers to go to Fluda in Germany, Lodz and Warsaw in Poland and Sochhi in Russia had been given.  The feasibility of these offers and the timing for these meeting would be examined and the various people concerned promised to get back to ME when they had more information.               ACTION : All  
11.
Website

There are still problems in maintaining our website (www.ehrs.org.uk) which is now out of date but despite this, people are getting aware of our society.  It was agreed that €500 payment towards the cost of attending our society meetings would be given to someone to update etc. our website.  Andras Falus will select one of his workers to undertake this.  GS will send AF details etc. of the webpage. 








      ACTION : AF & GS
12.
Presidency of EHRS :

ME told the Assembly that according to the statues, she could only serve as President for a further year and recommended that it would be sensible for a President-Elect to shadow her EHRS work for 2005-6. There was an extensive debate about this and other alternatives/suggestions were made.  There was a vote and it was virtually unanimously decided that the election of our president for 2006 onwards would not occur this year.  However, it was decided unaminously (again by voting) that the past President should stay in office for one more year to help the newly elected president.  These changes would require modification of our statutes and this needs a 2/3rd majority approval of our membership.  It was agreed that the Council would draw up the amendments and that ME would email all members with these proposals.  Then ME and PC would undertake the changing of the statutes.







ACTION : All members
13.
Any other business :

The Council recommended that Ingrid Uvnäs of Sweden be elected to Honorary Membership next year for her work and support to our society over the years.  This was formally accepted.

Meeting closed at 18.00.

Appendix 1 

Membership to be ratified (Attended last year’s meeting)



Name





e-Mail address

	1. 
	Ayar, A, Elazig / Düsseldorf 
	aayar61@yahoo.com

	2. 
	Borck H, Fulda, Germany
	Hannelore.Borck@he.fh-fulda.de

	3. 
	Bour S, Toulouse, France
	

	4. 
	Browning C., Harlow, UK
	Christopher.X.Browning@gsk.com

	5. 
	Celanire S. , Braine, Belgium
	sylvain.celanire@ucb-group.com

	6. 
	Davidsson, Anette, Linköping,Sweden
	anette.davodsson@lio.se

	7. 
	Ebenshade  TA, Abbott Park,USA
	Tim.Esbenshade@Abbott.com

	8. 
	Gisselmann, Bochum, D
	guenter.gisselmann@rub.de

	9. 
	Horr B, Fulda, Germany
	

	10. 
	Huston J, Düsseldorf
	huston@uni-duesseldorf.de

	11. 
	Knies, Konstanze
	f.ahrens@tierhyg.vetmed.uni-muenchen.de

	12. 
	Lamberty Yves, Braine, Belgium
	

	13. 
	Little J, Unilever, Bedford, UK
	julie.little@unilever.com

	14. 
	Monczor  F, Buenes Aires, Argentina
	monczorf@ffyb.uba.ar

	15. 
	Nierich K, Fulda, Germany
	

	16. 
	Okuda, TO, Sendai, Japan
	okuda@mail.tains.tohoku.ac.jp

	17. 
	Raab, SR, Basel, Switzerland
	susanne.raab@roche.com

	18. 
	Rajtar, S Ljubiljana, Slovenia
	simona.rajtar@mf.uni-lj.si

	19. 
	Rodriguez Sarmiento R.M.
	rosa maria.rodriguez sarmiento@roche.com

	20. 
	Rohn L, Fulda, Germany
	

	21. 
	Sanchez-Jemenez F. Malaga, Spain
	kika@uma.es

	22. 
	Schlegel B, Düsseldorf, Germany
	schlegel@pharm.uni-duesseldorf.de

	23. 
	Schmekel B. Linköping,Sweden
	birgitta.schmekel@lio.se

	24. 
	Selbach, O. Düsseldorf, Germany
	selbach@uni-duesseldorf.de

	25. 
	Shenton, FC, Sunderland, UK
	fiona.shenton@sunderland.ac.uk

	26. 
	Stevens, D, Homburg, Germany
	phdste@uniklinik-saarland.de

	27. 
	Tchepkova, A. Düsseldorf, Germany
	Aissa.Tchepkova@uni-duesseldorf.de

	28. 
	Tupper D,  Windlesham, UK
	hudson denise nonlilly@lilly.com

	29. 
	Yoshimoto RY, Tsukuba, Japan 
	yosmtory@merck.com


Appendix 2 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
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Appendix 3

Bursaries awarded in 2005

	Student
	Town, Country
	Comments

	Bianca HORR
	Fulda, Germany
	UCB S.A. Pharma Sector

	Zsuzsanna HORVATH
	Budapest, Hungary
	Novo Nordisk A/C

	Ivett JELINEK
	Budapest, Hungary
	Johnson & Johnson

	CongYu JIN
	Turku, Finland
	Novo Nordisk A/C

	Karen NIERICH
	Fulda, Germany
	Novo Nordisk A/C

	Zoltan POS
	Budapest, Hungary
	UCB S.A. Pharma Sector

	Fiona SHENTON
	Durham. UK
	Novo Nordisk A/C

	Claudia WACKES
	Fulda, Germany
	UCB S.A. Pharma Sector


Appendix 3


Results of Young investigators Award sponsored by Abbott.

Zoltan Pos (Budapest, Hungary)


Winner
CongYu Jin (Turku, Finland)



Runner up
Ivett Jelinek (Budapest, Hungary)


Highly Commended
Vanina Medina (Buenos Aires, Argentina)

Highly Commended

Note - Kimmo Michelsen (Turku, Finland) had to withdraw from both the Young Investigators Award and Bursaries this year as he was unable to attend this meeting.
Appendix 4

Results of the Poster Competition

Winner
P -47. Metoda Lipnik-Stangeli and Marija Carmen-Krzan.  Histamine and IL-1β interactions in PKC-stimulated NGF secretion from glial cells.

2nd 
P-2 Erna Pap, Eva Pallinger, Dorottya Mihalyi, Friedhelm Diel and Andras Falus.  Histamine, a possible mediator in placental cytokine expression.

3rd
P-27 Simona Rajtar, Johannes Feurle, Hubert G. Schwelberger and Tatjana Irman-Florjanc.  Expression of histamine degrading exnzymes in guinea pig tissues.

Highly Commended.
P-20 Peter Pocza, Mark Keresztesi, Peter Kovacs, Eva Pallinger, Laszlo Kohidai, Andras Falus and Zsuzsa Darvas.  Histamine influences on the migration, expression of adhesion molecules and MMPs in human melanoma cell line.

