XXXIIIrd Annual Meeting of the

European Histamine Research Society

Minutes of the Annual General Assembly held on May 1 2004 

at 16.00 in Bergish-Gladbach, Germany

Before the start of the meeting, a minute’s silence was taken to remember Professors Bőrje Uvnäs (one of our Honorary Members) and Professor Hiroshi Wada - both had regrettably died during the year.

Present:
There were over 45 members of the society with Professor Madeleine Ennis (our President) chairing the meeting.  Dr Gill Sturman took the minutes.

1. Apologies: 


A number of apologies from members not attending this meeting had been received - Lorne Brandes, Ilhan Celik, Pat Freeman, Lindsay Hough, Wilfried Lorenz, Eddy Neugebauer, Fred Pearce, Elena Riveria, and Eberhard Schlicker.

2. Minutes from last year’s AGM: 


These had been previously circulated to all members. As no objections / comments had been made, they were agreed to be a true record.

3. Matters arising from the minutes:


There were no matters arising.

4. Correspondence:


A number of members, who had not been able to attend this meeting, had sent their good wishes for a successful meeting.  ME also described various communications which she had received on behalf of the society during the year. She had either replied directly or got the most appropriate society member to reply to them. These included: the connection between histamine and multiple sclerosis, and with systemic mastocytoisis, plus the use of 48/80 in human volunteers.
5. Membership Applications:


During the year, Sybille Mätzler and Andreas Sponning (both from Innsbruck, Austria) had applied for membership and had been granted travel bursaries to attend this meeting.  New participants at the Dutch meeting and requiring approval for membership of EHRS are listed in Appendix 1. It was noted that the council members had already vetted and approved this list.  Everyone was formally accepted unanimously.

6. Statutes of the Society : 


Dr Pierre Chatelain explained that the statutes had now been published (see http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/tsv_pdf/2004/04/21/04061526.pdf ). Following an email vote, the registered address of the society was decided to be his home address.  Thanks were given to PC and to Wolfgang Schmutzler for their work in getting approval.


7.
Finances: 

The Treasurer (Patrizio Blandina) tabled a paper of the accounts of last year which had been audited by Rob Leurs and Walter Schunack during the meeting. PC was now in the process of setting up a bank account, with Internet banking, in Belgium.  It was noted that PC, PB and ME only would be the signatories.  Special thanks were given to Wolfgang Schmuztler as he had managed the accounts for last year.  

Nine bursaries, each of 500 euros, had been granted to help with attendance at this year’s meeting – 4 from Novo Nordisk, 4 from UCB and one from EHRS (Appendix 2 for the applications).  In addition, it was noted that another bursary for the student (Gabriela-Nadja Huetz from Innsbruck, Austria) who had been unable to take up her bursary previously due to illness had been given one for this year’s meeting.

8.
Inflammation Research:
a. Inflammation Research - Andras Falus informed the meeting that in 2003, he had received 20 papers related to histamine; 12 had been accepted after revision, 5 were still in the process and 3 had been rejected for publication in the journal Inflammation Research.  The impact factor is currently 1.602, which is an improvement on last year’s factor.  

b. Publication of proceedings of last year’s meeting.  Gill Sturman informed the meeting that the supplement containing 46 short papers plus the oration for Wolfgang Schmutzler had been printed in March. Both Pat Freeman and GS wished to thank the 7 assistant editors who had helped them last year as the process went very well, despite the publications secretaries not being based full time at any University. A couple of papers had been rejected but these had been examined by at least 2 editors and constructive feedback had been sent to the authors.  
c. Publication of this meetings proceedings.  The instructions about publishing had not changed from previous years and each participant had received these in their registration packs. It was noted that the deadline for receipt of these papers would be 15th June 2004.  
d. Publication of future meetings proceedings.  As PF would not be able to continue after this coming year and the computer difficulties Gill was experiencing, the possibility of publishing our meetings abstracts directly on the web or in Inflammation Research was extensively discussed.  Finally it was proposed that improved computing facilities should be made available for Gill to help her in the publication of the proceedings. 





                     ACTION : GS & ME
9.        Present meeting:   

Helmut Haas explained that there were some problems initially with the electronically submission of the abstracts but this was soon resolved.  There were about 130 participants at this meeting.  Helmut agreed to send the meeting’s statistics to ME. Besides the awarding of student bursaries, this was the second year of running the Young Investigators Award and there were 4 finalists (Appendix 3). 
Everyone agreed that this had been a scientifically stimulating meeting with good organisation and the location was excellent.  Thanks were given to Helmut Haas, and all the German team, especially Oliver Selbach for his help with the audiovisual equipment.  






                   ACTION : HH
10.
Next meeting 2005 : 


Lovro Stanovnik showed some pictures from the proposed next venue – Bled in Slovenia.  He gave some details about the proposed venue and that the meeting was going to be 11-14 May 2005.    Thanks were given to all concerned.




    ACTION : The Slovenians histaminologists

11.
Future meetings :


The venue for the 2006 meeting is still being planned for Delphi, Greece.  During this meeting, several groups had offered to host future meetings. These were Florence in Italy, Stockholm in Sweden, Durham in Britain, Lodz and Warsaw in Poland and Sochi in Russia.  The feasibility of these offers and the timing for these meeting would be examined and the various people concerned promised to get back to ME when they had more information.   
 
     ACTION : The Italian, Swedish, British, and Russian histaminologists. 

12.       Honorary Membership


The Council recommended that Professors Piero Mannaioni of Italy, Wilfred Lorenz of Germany and Takehiko Watanabe of Japan be elected to Honorary Membership next year for their work and support to our society over the years.  This was formally accepted unanimously.

13.
Website

There are still problems in maintaining our website (www.ehrs.org.uk) but despite this, people are getting aware of our society.  Helmut Haas suggested that Oliver Selbach of Düsseldorf University might be willing to look after it.   The society thanked OS in advance for this. 
     






      ACTION : HH & OS

14. Presidency of EHRS :

ME told the council that according to the statues, she could only serve as President for a further 2 years and that it would be sensible for a President-Elect to shadow her EHRS work for 2005-6.  Everyone agreed to try to find a suitable future president for the society and send their proposals to ME.  







ACTION : All members
15.
Any other business :

a. Andras Falus showed the society a very recently published book entitled ‘Histamine : Biology and Medical Aspects’ which he edited with the help of N. Grosman and Zs. Darvas and that there were contributions from many members of our society.

b. Andras Falus circulated a flyer about a world meeting on ‘Basic and Clinical Immunogenomics’ which he was organising with Diamond Congress in Budapest, Hungary for October 2004

Meeting closed at 17.30.
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Membership ratified 

	Family Name 
	Initials
	Town
	Country

	Adam
	M
	Parma
	Italy

	Arias-Montano
	JA
	San Pedro Zacatenco
	Mexico

	Arrang
	JM
	Paris
	France

	Backhaus
	B
	Erlangen
	Germany

	Barbara
	A
	San Pedro Zacatenco
	Mexico

	Bernardelli
	
	Fresnes
	France

	Bijlsma
	PB
	Amsterdam
	The Netherlands

	Boer
	K
	Budapest
	Hungary

	Bongers
	G
	Amsterdam
	The Netherlands

	Booth
	PhG
	Chapel Hill
	USA

	Browning
	C
	Stevenage
	UK

	Cahen
	PP
	Cambridge
	UK

	Calderon
	A
	Malaga
	Spain

	Carruthers
	NI
	San Diego
	USA

	Chazot
	PL
	Sunderland
	UK

	Coge
	F
	Croissy sur Seine
	France

	Cowart
	M
	Abbott Park
	USA

	De Esch
	I
	Amsterdam
	The Netherlands

	De Wit
	I
	Amsterdam
	The Netherlands

	Dees
	G
	Amsterdam
	The Netherlands

	Egorova
	T
	Amsterdam
	The Netherlands

	Farzin
	D
	Sari
	Iran

	Flik
	G
	Groningen
	Germany

	Gantner
	F
	Kyoto
	Japan

	Gatti-McArthur
	S
	Basel
	Switzerland

	Gelens
	E
	Amsterdam
	The Netherlands

	Govoni
	M
	Amsterdam
	The Netherlands

	Hancock
	AA
	Abbott Park
	USA

	Hasimoto
	T
	Sita
	Japan

	Henry
	N
	Fresnes Cedex
	France

	Hill
	SS
	Nottingham
	UK

	Hodgson
	ST
	Stevenage
	UK

	Hohlweg
	R
	Maaloev
	Denmark

	Holgate
	S
	Southampton
	UK

	Horio
	S
	Tokushima
	Japan

	Hough
	LB
	Albany
	USA

	Hulscher
	S
	Amsterdam
	The Netherlands

	Jacobsen
	ML
	Maaloev
	Denmark

	Jarisch
	R
	Vienna
	Austria

	Jesudason
	C
	Indianapolis
	USA

	Jongejan
	A
	Amsterdam
	The Netherlands

	Kitamura
	Y
	Tokushima
	Japan

	Kitbunnadaj
	R
	Amsterdam
	The Netherlands

	Kolling
	BC
	Maaloev
	Denmark

	Kotani
	H
	Tsukuba
	Japan

	Lax
	AS 
	Helsinki
	Finland

	Lazewska
	D
	Krakow
	Poland

	Lim
	H
	Amsterdam
	The Netherlands

	Lockhart
	BP
	Servier
	France

	Lorthiois
	EL
	Fresner
	France

	Manallack
	D
	Cambridge
	UK

	Martin
	RE
	Basel
	Switzerland

	Matsuyama
	K
	Tokushima
	Japan

	Medhurst
	A
	Harlow
	UK

	Menozzi-Alessandro
	AM
	Parma
	Italy

	Murata
	Y
	Tokushima
	Japan

	Nettekoven
	K
	Basel
	Switzerland

	Nishibori
	M
	Okayama
	Japan

	Olsen
	
	Valby
	Denmark

	Quasshie
	NM
	Harlow
	UK

	Raber
	J
	Portland
	USA

	Ratnala Prasad
	VR
	Leiden
	The Netherlands

	Redegeld
	FAM
	Utrecht
	Germany

	Ribaeau-Dumas
	A
	Paris
	France

	Rozsnyay
	Z
	Fresnes
	France

	Sanchez-Lemus
	E
	San Pedro Zacatenco
	Mexico

	Scannell
	RTS
	Cambridge
	USA

	Schlegel
	B
	Duesseldorf
	Germany

	Schneider
	E
	Paris
	France

	Snip
	E
	Amsterdam
	The Netherlands

	Sűrűcű
	O
	Marburg
	Germany

	Synèse
	J
	Basel
	Switzerland

	Tetlow
	LC
	Manchester
	UK

	Teuscher
	C
	Nurlington
	USA

	Thurmond
	RL
	San Diego
	USA

	Torkaman-Boutorabi
	A
	Terhan
	Iran

	Van de Stolpe
	AC
	Amsterdam
	The Netherlands

	Van der Goot
	H
	Amsterdam
	The Netherlands

	Van Marle
	A
	Amsterdam
	The Netherlands

	Van Meijeren
	CE
	Bilthoven
	The Netherlands

	Van Rijn
	RM
	Amsterdam
	The Netherlands

	Vannacci
	A
	Florence
	Italy

	Varghese
	ST
	Bridgewater
	USA

	Vassilliki
	G
	
	Greece

	Wang
	JJ
	Nanjing
	China

	Westerink
	BHC
	Groningen
	The Netherlands

	Weston-Davies
	WH
	Oxford
	UK

	Wilson
	D
	Harlow
	UK

	Woolley
	D
	Manchester
	UK

	Worby
	A
	Harlow
	UK

	Yamamoto
	Y
	Turku
	Finland

	Yoshida
	M
	Odawara City
	Japan

	Young
	B
	Loughborough
	UK

	Zarindast
	
	Tehran
	Iran


Appendix 2



Bursaries awarded 

	Student
	Town, Country
	Comments

	Gerold Bongers
	Amsterdam, The Netherlands
	Novo Nordisk

	Sandy Bour
	Toulouse, France
	Novo Nordisk

	Herman Lim
	Amsterdam, The Netherlands
	UCB

	Sybille Mätzler
	Innsbruck, Austria
	Novo Nordisk

	Vanina Medina
	Buenos Aires, Argentina
	Novo Nordisk

	Simona Rajtar
	Ljubljana, Slovenia
	EHRS

	Fiona Shenton
	Durham. UK
	UCB

	Andreas Sponning
	Innsbruck, Austria
	UCB

	Zoltán Wiener
	Budapest, Hungary
	UCB

	Gabriela-Nadja Huetz 
	Innsbruck, Austria
	(Deferred from previous year)


Appendix 3


Applicants short-listed for Young investigators Award sponsored by Abbott Laboratories.

T. Ishizuka (Osaka, Japan)

First prize
SA Mätzler (Innsbruck, Austria)
Special Commendation
F. Shenton (Durham, UK)

Second prize
A. Sponring (Innsbruck, Austria)
Special Commendation
Appendix 4: 
Poster prizes – sponsored by Pfizer (UK)

First prize

Birgit Schlegel!,   Sippl2 H Stark3 HD Hoeltje1
Molecular Dynamics Simulations of Histamine H3-Receptor/Ligand Complexes
 Institute for Pharm. Chemistry, Heinrich-Heine-Universität, Düsseldorf1 Institute for Pharm. Chemistry, Martin Luther Universität, Halle2 Institute for Pharm. Chemistry, Johann Wolfgang Goethe-Universität, Frankfurt3

Second prize
Vanina A Medina1 GP Cricco1 N Mohamad1 M Croci2 M Nuñez1 G Martin1 C Cocca1 RM Bergoc1 ES Rivera1 
Histamine is a selective protector against cellular damaged produced by ionizing radiation 
Radioisotopes Laboratory, School of Pharmacy and Biochemistry, University of Buenos Aires Junin 956, 1113 Buenos Aires, ARGENTINA1 
Immunooncology Institute, 3200 Cordoba Av., 1187 Buenos Aires, ARGENTINA2 

Third Prize

Josef Klocker1,2, Sybille Mätzler1, Gabriela-Nadja Huetz1, Astrid Drasche1, Christian Kolbitsch3, Hubert G. Schwelberger1 
Expression of histamine degrading enzymes in porcine tissues 
1Labor für Theoretische Chirurgie, Universitätsklinik für Chirurgie, University of Innsbruck, Austria; 2Klinische Abteilung für Gefäßchirurgie, Universitätsklinik für Chirurgie, University of Innsbruck, Austria; 3Universitätsklinik für Anaesthesie und Allgemeine Intensivmedizin, University of Innsbruck, Austria 

Special commendation

Michel Gillard, C.Van der Perren, P.Chatelain 

Comparison of ex vivo and in vivo binding data applied to brain H1 histamine receptors 
UCB S.A., Pharma Sector, Chemin du Foriest, 1420 Braine l’Alleud, Belgium, 
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Treasurer  P.Blandina


Auditors    R, Leurs
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2004 balance





LAST YEAR BALANCE			24141.47





2003 EHRS MEMBERSHIP FEES


FROM AMSTERDAM


FARMACOCHEMIE			3475.00 +





BANK INTEREST			536.62   +





		BALANCE		28153.09








SAVING  ACCOUNT





RUNNING  ACCOUNT





LAST YEAR BALANCE			3558.20





UCB CONTRIBUTION			2000.00  +





BANK EXPENSES			23.82      -





PRESIDENT EXPENSES


On behalf of EHRS			400.40    -





Dr. Sturman EXPENSES


On behalf of EHRS			321.47    -





		BALANCE		4812.51

















