XXXIInd Annual Meeting of the

European Histamine Research Society

Minutes of the Annual General Assembly held on May 10 2003 at 16.45 in Noordwijkerhout/Amsterdam, The Netherlands

Present : Madeleine Ennis (President/Chair), Patrizio Blandina (Treasurer), Wolfgang Schmutzler (former Treasurer), Gill Sturman (Publications Secretary), Henk Timmerman and Rob Leurs (Hosts of this meeting), Andras Falus (Representative on Inflammation Research). Council Members: Pierre Chatelain, Agnieszka Fogel, Fred Pearce.  

There were over 35 members of the society present and Dr Gill Sturman took the minutes. 

1. Apologies : 


A number of apologies from members not attending this meeting had been received - Lorne Brandes, Pat Freeman, Bernie Gibbs, Zsuzsanna Huzsti, Alaster Lau, Emanuela Masini, Elena Riveria, Hubert Schwelberger, Simeon Todorov, Frans van Overfeld. Additionally Professor Eddie Neugebauer (an outgoing council member), Anita Sydbom (a proposed new council member) and Professor Helmut Haas (organizer of the next meeting) had tended their apologies due to prior commitments.

2. Minutes from last time : 


These had been circulated previously to all members who had requested them.  As no objections / comments had been made, they were agreed to be a true record.

3. Matters arising from the minutes :


There were no matters arising.

4. Correspondence :


A number of members, who had not been able to attend this meeting, had sent their good wishes for a successful meeting.   

ME also read out various communications which she had received on behalf of the society during the year. She had either replied directly or got the most appropriate society member to reply to them. These included: benefits of a histamine low diet to an ‘allergic’ person and her writing of a cook book on this topic, cause of low blood histamine levels, reversing of red blotchy skin by antihistamines, use of histamine in multiple sclerosis, several inquiries about discovery of histamine and the histamine H4 receptor as well as the levels of histamine in poultry feed.

5. Membership Applications :


Applicants for membership of EHRS are given in Appendix 1. These had either applied formally or informally (via attendance at a meeting of the society). They had already been vetted by the council members.  They were all proposed by FP, seconded by PB and were accepted unanimously.

6. New Statutes and formal recognition of the Society : 


Dr Pierre Chatelain explained that the statutes had already been approved by Belgium and should be soon published.  He will care take of this.  It was noted that the EHRS is the first scientific society to be approved.  Thanks were given to PC and to Wolfgang Schmutzler for their work in getting approval.









ACTION : PC

7.
Finances : 

The Treasurer tabled a paper of the accounts of last year and it was noted that FP and AF had audited them during this meeting. Special thanks were given to WS as he had managed the accounts for last year.  

Seven student bursaries, each of 500 euros, had been granted this year – 2 from Diamond Congress, 4 from Novo Nordisk with the remaining one coming from our own funds (see Appendix 2).  It was noted that several of our previous sponsors had supported the meeting instead of the bursary scheme.  A total of 12 student applications had been made and 6 council members had evaluated these applications.   

This year there was the introduction of the Young Investigators Award sponsored by Abbott Laboratories.  Only pre-doctoral and MD and postdoctoral trainees with no more that 3 years post-doctoral research training were eligible.  The students/ trainees had to submit an abstract as a first author, letter of application and their CV.  Five finalists were selected and they then had to send in a manuscript, give a 10-minute oral presentation, with 5-minute discussion.  All finalists would receive a certificate with the winner and second place receiving 500 and 250 euros respectively (see Appendix 3, which also includes the results).
8.
Elections to Council :

Professor Madeleine Ennis explained that there were 4 vacancies on the council.  This was because FP, AF and EN had each been on the council for 3 years and PB had now moved to the role of treasurer.  In all there were 5 nominations for these positions.  Each of the nominators had prepared a statement or gave a short presentation to the assembly.  Professor Ennis stated that she regarded all candidates as extremely suitable for the position of Council member. A ballot took place.  The results are tabulated below.

	Name
	Country
	Result

	Andras Falus
	Hungary
	Elected to council

	Manuel Garcia-Caballero
	Spain
	Not elected to council

	Tatjana Irman-Florjanc
	Slovenia
	Elected to council

	Pertti Panula
	Finland
	Elected to council

	Anita Sydbom
	Sweden
	Elected to council


In accordance with our statutes, the home addresses of all the council members have to be published in Belgium.  The newly elected council members agreed to send their addresses etc to the president, who would forward them appropriately.







            ACTION : AF, TI-F, PP, AS, ME

The president’s term of office was also at an end. Professor Ennis stated that she was willing to stand again.  Dr Sturman, seconded by Adrian Lozada, nominated her; there were no other nominations.   Madeleine Ennis then presented Wolfgang Schmutzler, Fred Pearce, Agnieska Fogel and Eddie Neugebauer (via his co-worker Dr Ute Schäfer), each with a small gift in recognition of and thanks for their work to the society. 

9.
Inflammation Research
a. Publication of the proceedings GS informed everyone that the supplement containing the proceedings from last years meeting (over 35 short papers and one plenary lecture) had been printed in April. Both the publications secretaries wished to thank the 6 assistant editors who had helped them. Several papers had been rejected but these had been examined by at least 2 people and constructive feedback had been sent to the authors.  The instructions about publications of this year’s proceedings were given.  It was noted that this year there might be some problems, as the publications secretaries were now not based at a University.

b. EHRS editor of Inflammation Research Andras Falus informed the meeting that Inflammation Research was proposing to try some new ideas to help increase its circulation.  He had received 19 papers since June; 9 had been accepted after revision, 3 were still in the process and 7 had been rejected.  The impact factor is currently 1.51.  It was noted that manuscripts from the first 2 winners from of the Young Investigators Award would be published separately in Inflammation Research.  

10. Present meeting :   


Everyone agreed that this had been a scientifically stimulating meeting with excellent organisation.  Thanks were given to Henk Timmerman, Rob Leurs and all their team.  

11. Next meeting 2004 :

Professor Ennis reported that Professor Helmut Haas plans the meeting in a place near Köln (about 0.5 hour by bus away).  The abstract deadline will be  1 January. More details will be sent to all members by email very soon.









ACTION : HH
12.
Future meetings :


Due to the Olympic games, the Greek members have had to postpone hosting a meeting until 2006. Meanwhile the Slovenian group had agreed to look into hosting the meeting in 2005. They would confirm this with the president very soon.








ACTION : the Slovenians 

13.
Any other business :

a. Reduced membership subscriptions for students are already available.  It was proposed that should be a reduced rate also for retired scientists.  Ilhan Celik, seconded by Maria Carmen-Krzan, proposed the acceptance of this and it was carried unanimously.

b. Andras Falus circulated a flyer about a world meeting on ‘Basic and Clinical Immunogenomics’ which he was organising with Diamond Congress in Hungary for October 2004

c. Since our last meeting, Czeslaw Maslinski, one of our Honorary Members had died since our last meeting and a minute’s silence was held in his memory.

d. It was noted that another Honorary Member, Börje Uvnäs would be celebrating his 90th birthday in June.  Happy Birthday was sung in his honour.

e. A request for someone to manage the webpage was made.  Rob Leurs agreed to approach the person who ran Dutch EHRS webpage.









ACTION : RL
Appendix IV contains details of the poster prizes, which were distributed at the farewell dinner.

Meeting closed at 17.45.

Appendix 1

Applicants for society membership

	Name
	Town, Country

	Attila Ádám
	Budapest, HUNGARY

	Katalin Boér
	Budapest, HUNGARY

	Chris Brown
	Kent, UK

	Keri Cannon
	Albany, New York, USA

	Thomas Clark
	London, UK

	Yordanka Dobrinova
	Sofia, BULGARIA

	Csaba Fekete
	Budapest, HUNGARY

	Natalia Fernández
	Buenos Aires, ARGENTINA

	Yolanda Gonzalez
	Alcobendas-Madrid, SPAIN

	Prue Hart
	Adelaide, AUSTRALIA

	Krisztina Hegyi
	Budapest, HUNGARY

	Mariann Holub
	Budapest, HUNGARY

	Audrey Jacobs
	Kingston, JAMAICA

	Adrienn Jókúti
	Budapest, HUNGARY

	Sotirios Kakavas
	Athens, GREECE

	Krisztina Kovács
	Budapest, HUNGARY

	Gergely Tibor Kozma
	Budapest, HUNGARY

	Valéria László
	Budapest, HUNGARY

	Zsolt  Liposits
	Budapest, HUNGARY

	Emília Madarász
	Budapest, HUNGARY

	Cosimo Marzocca
	Florence, ITALY

	Sonja Menghin
	Berlin, GERMANY

	Ursa Mohar 


	Ljubljana, SLOVENIA

	Tim Self
	Nottingham, UK

	Shigeru Tokita
	Tsukuba, JAPAN

	Sára Tóth
	Budapest, HUNGARY

	Zoltán Wiener
	Budapest, HUNGARY


Appendix 2
Bursaries for the XXXIInd  meeting of the EHRS were awarded to:-

	Name of student
	Town , Country
	Sponsored by;

	Keri Cannon  
	Albany, NY, USA
	Novo Nordisk

	Yordanka Dobrinova  
	Sofia, Bulgaria
	Diamond Congress

	Natalia C. Fernández 
	Buenos Aires, Argentina
	EHRS

	Krisztina Hegyi 
	Budapest, Hungary
	Novo Nordisk

	Dorota  Łażewska 
	Krakow, Poland
	Novo Nordisk

	Adrian Flores Lozada 
	Turku, Finland
	Novo Nordisk

	Urša Mohar  
	Ljubljana, Slovenia
	Diamond Congress


Appendix 3
List of finalists for the Young Investigators Award

	Finalist
	Town, Country
	

	Remko Bakker
	Amsterdam, The Netherlands
	First prize

	Mark Livingston
	Belfast, UK
	Special commendation

	Adrian Flores Lozada
	Turku, Finland
	Second prize

	Inna S. Midzyanovskaya
	Moscow, Russian Federation and Kuopio, Finland
	Special commendation

	V.R. Prasad Ratnala
	Leiden, The Netherlands
	Special commendation


Appendix IV

Poster prize winners

1. K.E.Cannon, J.W.Nalwalk, R.Stadel, F.L.Rice, P.Ge*, D.Lawson*, I.Silos-Santiago*, V.Hann**, P.L.Chazot** & L.B.Hough

Centre. Neuropharm. Neurosci., Albany Medical College, Albany, NY, USA, *Millennium Pharmaceuticals Inc., Cambridge, MA, USA and **Inst. Pharm., University of Sunderland, UK. Spinal histamine H3 receptor-mediated antinociception and H3 receptor localization on sensory neurons.

2. M.Stempeli, M. Carman-Krzan and I.Ferjan

Dept of Pharmacology & Experimental Toxicology, University of Ljubljana, Slovenia

The involvement of protein kinases in nerve growth factor induced histamine release from mast cells.

3. G.Dees, R.A. Bakker and R.Leurs,

Leiden/Amsterdam Center for Drug Research, Dept of Pharmacochemistry, Vrije University, The Netherlands.

Homodimerization of the human histamine H1-receptor.

Highly Commended
a. M.L.Jacobsen, K.Rimvali, S.Hastrup, I.V.Pettersen and B.S.Wulff

Dept of Molecular Pharmacology, Novo Nordisk, Denmark

Construction of a constitutively active human histamine H3 receptor.

b. R.Faghih, T.A.Esbenshade, K.M.Krueger, B.B.Yao, D.G.Witte, T.R.Miller, C.H.Kang, G.B.Fox, M.Cowart, Y.L.Benanni and A.A.Hancock.

Abbott Laboratories, Abbott Park, IL, USA

Structure-activity relationships of 4’-[3-(3R-Dimethylamino-Pyrrolidin-1-yl)-Propoxyl]-Biphenyl-4-Carbonitrile: novel histamine H3 receptor ligands.

