Minutes of the XXXIst EHRS Annual General Assembly held on 25th  May 2002 at 4pm in Eger, Hungary.

Present : There were over 30 members of the society with Professor Madeleine Ennis Chairing the meeting. Dr Gill Sturman took the minutes.

1. Apologies :





A number of apologies from members for not attending this meeting had been received - Lorne Brandes, Maria Carman-Krzan, Gabriella Coruzzi, Pat Freeman, Bernie Gibbs, Göran Granerus, Helmut Haas, Alaster Lau, Wilfred Lorenz, Bruno Mondovi, Giuseppina Morini, Jonathan Moss, Enzo Poli, Toshiie Sakata, Eberhard Schicker, Walter Schunack, Leena Tuomisto, Frans van Overfeld, and Davina Withington).  Additionally the Treasurer, Professor Wolfgang Schmutzler had tendered his apologies as he had left this meeting earlier. 
2. Minutes of previous meeting:


Besides being electronically circulated previously, they were posted next to the registration desk throughout the meeting.  As no objections/comments had been made, they were agreed as a true record. 

3. Matters arising:


The website (www.ehrs.org.uk)  was demonstrated and requests for material for it was made. These should be sent to either Professor Madeleine Ennis or Dr Gill Sturman. Thanks was given to Ross Sturman for all his work with the webpage 

Action – all members

4. Correspondence:

Various requests for help/advice had been passed on to appropriate members of the Society.   Additionally Mike Parsons sent his regards to his friends and wished every success for the meeting.  ME also read out various communications which she had received on behalf of the society during the year. These included: asking the membership to contact David Golman at Maxim Pharmaceuticals about histamine in adipose tissue; telling the membership about various meetings and helping them contact others; contacting the membership about an EU application; passing on enquires from the general public etc
5. Membership:
Applicants for membership of EHRS are tabulated below.  All were accepted unanimously.  

	Name
	Country

	Jacopo Cangioli
	Italy

	David S. Golman
	USA

	Nadja Huetz
	Austria

	Barbara Kalchmair
	Austria

	MATEJA ŠTEMPELJ
	Slovenia

	Mark Livingston
	UK

	Tsydik Vitold
	Belarus

	John Jarlath Walsh
	Ireland

	
	


6. New Statues:




The new statutes have been accepted in Belgium. A formal thanks to Professor Wolfgang Schmutzler for all his hard work and effort was given. It was noted that an official Belgium address and bank account were now needed. 

  







     Action - PC 

7.
Finances:



Ten student bursaries of 500 Euros had been awarded this year (see Appendix 1). Donations for these bursaries were from Novo Nordisk (n=5, Denmark), Maxim Pharma (n=2, USA) and UCB (n=3, Belgium).  A total of 14 student applications had been made and 6 Council Members had evaluated these applications. It was hoped that additionally donations could be obtained for other items/events for the society.  

Professor Fred Pearce, on behalf of the Treasurer, tabled a paper of the provisional accounts of last year.  These accounts had been checked and agreed by Professors Fred Pearce and Eddie Neugebauer during this meeting. Fred Pearce explained that there had been very little expenses during the year. The accounts were accepted unanimously. A request to the members of the society to help with getting grants, sponsorship etc. was made.












Action – All 

The resignation of Professor Wolfgang Schmutzler was announced and the Councils’ proposal for Professor Patricio Blandina to take over the role of treasurer was accepted unanimously.  Similarly the proposal by the Council to award Honorary Membership to Professor Wolfgang Schmutzler for all his hard work on behalf of the society was accepted unanimously. Professor Madeleine Ennis would write informing him of this.



Action -ME

8.
Inflammation Research:



Last autumn a letter of complaint about the slowness of the publication of the 2000 proceedings had been sent to Birkhauser, who have taken appropriate measures to insure that this does not happen again.  Also it was noted that the proceedings from last years meeting (2001) had been published this April.  A total of 51 papers had been submitted with 44 being suitable for publication.  All the delegates had received the instructions for authors about publishing in their registration packs with a deadline of June 15th being noted.

The meeting was informed of the resignation of Professor Eddie Neugebauer from the editorial board of Inflammation Research, which now has an impact factor of 1.560 and rejection rate of 50%.  The Council’s proposal for Professor Andras Falus to take over this role was accepted unanimously.  Professor Madeleine Ennis will write to Inflammation Research accordingly.









Action - ME


9.  
Present Meeting:

Everyone was very pleased and well satisfied with this meeting: good science and the sessions were well attended.  Professor Andras Falus and his team were thanked.  Similarly thanks were given to the audio-visual technicians, who served us well.  Special thanks were also given to Attila Varga and his team at the Diamond Congress for all their organisational skills in making this meeting move so very efficiently.  

10. 
Next Meeting 2003:



The XXXIInd  meeting will take place at Noordwijkerhout, The Netherlands between May 7th – 11th , 2003.  Professor Rob Leurs described the current plans for this meeting and everyone had received the ‘First Circular’ leaflet about this meeting. The proposed  timescale is :-



Second Circular by December 1st
Deadline for Abstract submission February 15th (although this may be brought forward)


Final Registration before 15th March

Professor Stephen Holgate, UK, Professor Lindsay Hough, USA, and Professor Walter Schunack, Germany have all accepted their invitations to give the plenary lectures. The usual programme format was going to be followed.  Again electronic submission of abstracts etc was being organised. Everyone was pleased with the arrangements to date.




Action – RL.

11.   
Future Meetings:



Professor Haas, of Dusseldorf University for 2004 and Dr Ekaterini Tiligada of Greece for some time after the next Olympic games have expressed interests to host meetings in Germany and Greece, respectively.  Other places discussed were Sweden, Slovakia and Florence. In particular, Anita Sydbom asked members to consider whether they would be willing to travel to Northern Sweden. 








Action – All 
12. 
Any Other Business:

a. Elections - 
It was noted that 4 council members and the president would be completing their terms of office next year and that elections are due next year.  According to the statues, members of the council can not be re-elected, while the other offices can be reelected. Also Professor Ennis indicated that it was preferable that new council members were not British, Polish, Italian and German so that there could be a rotation between the various countries.  She also thanked all the Council Members for their hard work during the year.
      


Action – All 
b. Young Investigators Award – 
The possibility of incorporating this into our meetings would be explored.


    Action – ME & Council
c. Publications Secretaries – 
Gill Sturman explained that both her and Pat Freeman were taking early retirement this summer and that there may be problems, (technological) with the editing of these proceedings.  The society agreed to help being given to them as appropriate.

    Action – ME & GS

Meeting ended at approx. 5.30pm

APPENDIX 1

Bursaries for the XXXI meeting of the EHRS were awarded to:-

	Student
	Town, Country
	Sponsored by 

	Kati ALAKARPPA
	Kuopio, Finland
	Novo Nordisk

	Martin BRYSTER
	Amsterdam, Holland
	UCB Pharma

	Iacopo CANGIOLI
	Florence, Italy
	Novo Nordisk

	Jordi GOMEZ
	Barcelona, Spain
	Novo Nordisk

	Nadja HUETZ
	Innsbruck, Austria
	UCB Pharma – postponed to 2003 meeting

	Barbara KALCHMAIR
	Innsbruck, Austria
	Novo Nordisk

	Sanna LENSU
	Kuopio, Finland
	Maxim Pharmaceuticals

	Mark LIVINGSTON
	Belfast, UK
	Novo Nordisk

	Galina MEIER
	Berlin, Germany
	UCB Pharma

	Mateja STEMPELJ
	Ljubljana, Slovenia
	Maxim Pharmaceuticals
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